
..BYE ELECTIONS. 2025'',,EEE!!SE!E ,,BY E-MAIL / POST"

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER, TELANGANA
GEN E RAL ADM TNTSTRATTON (E LECTTONS) DEPARTM E NT

9th Floor, B.R.K.R Bhavan, Adarsh Na ar, H derabad -500 063.

Memo. No.2080/Elecs.D/2025-81. Dated:22.10.2025

Sub:- Elections - Bye Elections to the Telangana State Legislative Assembly
from 6'1-Jubilee Hills AC, 2025 - Poll lnstructions - Communicated -Reg.

Ref:- From ECl, Press Note No. ECI/PN/31712025, dt: 06.10.2025
-:o0o:-

The following instructions issued by the ECI are communicated herewith to
the Commissioner, GHN/C & DEO, Hyderabad and to the Returning Officer,6l-
Jubilee Hills AC, with a requested to follow them scrupulously during Bye Elections
to TSLA from 61-Jubilee Hills Assembly Constituency, 2025 :-

C SUDHARSAN REDDY,
CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER &

E.O. SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT
To
The Commissioner GHMC & DEO, Hyderabad (w.e)
The RO, 61-Jubilee Hills AC (w.e.) (through concerned DEO)
Copv to:
SLA (Place in CEO, Telangana web site)
SF/SC

//FORWARDED: BY ORDER//
H'

st.
No

Reference No &Date Subject

1
ECI Lr No.464/l NST/PDIV/2023-
EPS, dt.10.06.2023

2
ECI Lr No.464/INST/2023IEPS
(Poll Day Management inside PS),
dt.14.06.2023

Management of Activities lnside Polling
Stations.

3

EC! Lr No.464lINST/2023/EPS
(Poll Day Management Outside),
dt. 14.06.2023

Poll Day [Vlanagement of activities outside
Polling Station

4
ECI Press Note No.
ECI/PN/2 1 8 12025, dt. 23.05.2025

ECI to provide mobile Deposit Facility for
voters at Polling Stations Rationalises
norms for Canvassinq.

5
ECI Lr No.464/INST-174/ 2023-
EPS, dt. 10.06.2023

Scrutiny of Form 17A and other documents

6
ECI Lr No. 464/L&Ol2024lEPS,
dt.26.09.2024

Setting up of election booths on day of poll
outside the pollinq station-Clarification

7
ECI Lr No.464lINST/2022-EPS,
dt. 16.06.2025

Guidelines on webcasting on Poll Day -
revised criteria.

8
ECI Lr No.
464lt NST/EPS I 2025/L&O, dt.
23.05.2025

Polling Day Arrangement to deposit mobile
phones at Polling Station.

I
ECI Lr No.464ilNST/2023IEPS
(Poll Day Management Outside),
dt.23.05.2025

Setting up of election booth outside 100
meters from the entrance of the Polling
Stations

SE N OFFICER

Poll Day Monitoring.
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
EpABx ott-237773g1-g8 Frsfs-r+t{"fi'

Fa-x 011-23713412123739944 rni]-6t.s Tg RId-110001-
Website: www.eci.eov.in 

Ashoka *rru, *.J'il.il1-ii.t#rT'
Dated: 10th .June, 2023No 464IINST/PDM I 2o23-wPS

To,

The Chief Electoral Officers of
all States and Union Territories'

subject: General Elections and Bye elections to Lok sabha and
state Legislative Assemblies - Poll Day Monitoring -

reg.

Reference: -

st.
No.

Letter No. Dated

1 PS AK 2005 10.09.2005
) 464 INST 2009-EPS 08.04.2009
3 464lINST/ 2014-EPS 06.05.2014

Madam/ Sir

In reference to the abovementioned instructions issued on

the Pol1 Day Monitoring, I am d"irected to state that the commission has

been issuing instructions from time to time to ensure that electoral

processes on day of poll are effectively monitored and there is no scope

for vitiation of poll process. Now, the Commission has reviewed these

instructions and issued the foliowing consolidated instructions in

su.persession of ali the existing instructions on the subject for various

levels: -

1. CEO LHVEL:

(i) The CEO sha1l create a State Control Room (SCR) consisting of

mainly following three components:

(a) communication control Room: This controi Room shall
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be set up with adequate communication infrastructure^
and have adequate number of tearns for each district or

group of districts, for the purpose of poil day monitoring

and communication by d,rawing effective manpower from

different Offices.

(b)Media Monitoring Control Room: A separate control room

should be set up to monitor the coverage on National

/State mediawith special emphasis on local media for poll

day events.

(c) We Control Room: A separate control room

should also be set up to keep a close watch on webcasting

data for the entire poliing period.

(ii) Immediate corrective action shall be initiated through
communication control Room or through any other effective

channels. State Control Room shall be supervised by an officer not
beiow the rank of Joint CEO personally.

(iii) cEo may create requisite IT tools for poil Day Monitoring
activities. However, such IT tools sha1l be vetted and approved by
the Technologr Division of the Commission.

(i") Whenever ECI Media and Communication division provides
media inputs on po11 day events received from Electronic Media
Management center (EMMC) at periodic intervals, as directed,
action taken reports shall be promptly furnished.

(v) CEO shall ensure proper training and briefing of the teams for the
above-mentioned facitities/ control rooms.

2. DEO LEVEL:

(i) The DEo shall create a District control Room (DCR)

consisting of mainly following three components:
(a) Communication Control Room: This Control Room shall

be set up with adequate communication infrastructure
and have adequate number of teams for each district or

2lila;;*



group of districts, for the purpose of, poll day monitoring

and communication by drawing effective manpower from

different Offices.

(h)Media Monitoring Control Room: A separate control room

should be set up to monitor the coverage on National

/State media with special emphasis on local media for poll

day events.

(c) Webcasting Control Room: A separate controi room

should also be set up to keep a close watch on webcasting

data for the entire polling period.

(ii) Quick Response Teams (QRTs) sha-ll be formed to address the

situation promptly and also to ascertain the facts quickly.

(iiil A senior officer of the district shall supervise functioning of the

District Control Room and QRTs.

(i") DEO sha-ll ensure proper training and briefing of the tearns for

the above-mentioned facilities/ control rooms.

3. RETURNING OFFICER LEVEL

(if Returning Officer (a1so ARO in case of Parliamentary Constituency)

shall establish Constituency/Segment Control Room {CCR} for

commllnication, logistics management and emergency response

etc.

(ii)The movement of the polling personnellsecurity forces shall be

tracked closely and a confirmatory report should be obtained

through Sector Officers on the safe arrival of the polling

personnel/security forces at the poliing station.

(iii) Voter Turnout Appiication which captures approximate

periodical voter turnout information is to be gathered and reported

by Returning Officers for Assembly Constituency and

ParliamentarSr Constituency segment at regular intervals, &s

specified. Due care shall be taken while collecting and collating
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data from the Polling stations through appropriate
commlrnication channels like Sector Officers or any technological

tools.

(iv) Detailed reporting matrix is specified below {atutags refer to
upd ated rep orttng matrixl :

4. Sector Officer/ Nlagistrate Level:
(i) Sector Officer sha1l continuously visit all the polling Stations

assigned at the shortest possibie periodic intervals.
(ii) Sector officer shall mandatorily report, without any delay, on the

follorn'ing activities to Returning Officer or to the Constituency/
Segment Control Room:

(a) Completion of Mock Poll-issuance of Mock Poll Certificates,
deietion of Mock Poll data (inciuding removal of mock po11 slips
from WPAT)

(b) Commencement of poll
(c) Replacement of EVM/ wpATs during Mock poll and po1l

(d)Approximate voter turnout data at given intervals through
appropriate channei

(e) End of poll -pressing of cLOSE button, sealing, departure of
polling parties in the designated vehicles on d.esignated routes
only to reach the Reception Center etc.

(f) Reporting of any unwarranted event and immediate response/
corrective measures taken

+ll;irr

Poll start to 9 AM 9:00 AM to 9:30 AM
Poll start to 1l AM 11:00 AM to 11:30 AM
Poll start to 1 PM 1:00 PM to 1:30 PM
Pol1 start to 3 PM 3:00 PM to 3:30 PM
Poll start to 5 PM 5:00 PM to 5:30 PM

Pol1 start to Close of po1l 7:OO PM to 12:00 Night
trnd of Poll p+1day

. q,.llryulative approx. Voter, turn out
tt ::l

Data ent15r tim,a-:'bf RO



E) Any other reporting assigned by DEO/ROIARO

(iii) Sector Officers/ Magistrates shall make an entry in the Visit
Sheet' (Annexure-I) to be kept with the Presiding Officer on the

day of poll.

(iv) Frequently visit and pay attention to the Polling Station(s) where

the mock po1l had to be conducted in the absence of any agents.

(v) The Sector Offi.cers shall move in a pre-determined manner from

booth to booth and after inspection at every booth, shall

communicate over phone to the designated control room the

situation prevailing there before moving to the next Polling Station.

5. Polling Station Level:

(i) Presiding Officers are permitted to carry their mobile phones in
silent mode to contact DEO/ROIARO Control Room or Sector

Officer in case of need. Micro Observers, wherever deployed in a
Polling Station, can also carry their mobile phone keeping them in

silent mode to contact General Observer in case of need.

(ii) If a video camera/digital carreraf CCTV is deployed in the polling

station, before the commencement of the pol1 apart from recording

events like mock poll and commencement of po1l, the presence of

CAPF/Police personnel should also be recorded by clicking a

photograph of the security personnel standing in front of the board

of the Polling Station.

(iii) In order to bring transparency and efficiency in the conduct of

elections, webcasting sha-1i Lre effectively used for poll day

monitoring. To view the poll proceedings in real time by the ECI,

CEO, DEO, RO and the viewing teams at various Control Rooms

to effectiveiy monitor the polling process to ensure response in the

quickest possible time.

(iv) During webcasting in polling stations, the camera should be

placed in such a manner that it captures clear visibility of the

following:-

a) Voters in queue
5lP;r*



b) Process of Identification of voters by Polling Officer

c) Application of indelible ink on finger

d) Initialization of Control Unit by Presiding Officer after

satisfactory identification of voter.

e) Voters visit to Ballot Unit for casting vote wherein camera

shouid not cover face of Ballot Unit so that secrecy of vote is
preserved under all conditions.

(v) There should also be a bold display that'you ARE UNDER wEB-
CAMERAICCTV SURVIELLANCtr' at the polling station wherever

webcasting is provided.

6. C-Vigil

Whenever any complaint {either in photo or video) is received for
alleged violation of Model Code of Conduct/ Expenditure from anyone
in C-Vigil App, effective action shall be taken by authorities and reported
on the App within 10O minutes.

'lhe abovesaid instructions shail be brought to the notice of all
concerned for strict compliance during General Elections to Lok Sabha,
state Legislative Assembly Elections and all Bye Elections.

Yours faithfully,

. .X/
-j

A!
AJAY KUMAR VERMA

SECRETARY

SlPage



Annexure-I

Day of Poll:

Name and Number of Assembly:
Name and Number of Polling Sta
Number of Electors:

VISIT SHEET

tion:

s1.
No.

Name &
fiesignation of
fhe oflicer

visiting
Observer/DE0/R
O/ ERO/Sector
Magistrate lZonal
Il[agistrate/Patroll
ing Magistrate

Time
of
Visit

Brief
description
of polling
process
(Peaceful/
Ineidents, if
any)

lNumber of
Votes polled
till the time
of wisit

% polled
till the
time of
visit

Remarks,
if any

Signatur
eof
Oflicer

Signatures of Presiding Oflicers

(with date)
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Election Commission's letter No.PS/AK/2005, dated 10.09.2005 addressed to the Chief
Electoral Officers of Bihar, West Bengal, Uttaranchal and Haryana [Fufther modification in
these instructions have been isued vide Commlssion's letter No. PS/AI(/2005. dated
1 3. 1 0.2005 (ltem No. 1 82)1.

Similarly, Zonal Magistrates, DEOs, ROs, AROs and Observers whenever they visit

any polling station, shall also make entry in the aforesaid Visit Sheet. This Visit Sheet shall

be seated by the Presiding Officer in a separate cover and deposited as non-slalutory cover

after the end of the poll. The cover should superscribe 'Visit Sheet'on the day of poll dated

All DEOs shall make necessary arrangements to supply the Visit Sheets &

covers to polling parties along with other material. All DEOs, ROs shall also cover these

instructions at the time of training of Presiding Officers.

This may kindly be communicated to all DEOs, ROs, Presiding Officers and Observers

immediately.

20

INSTRUCTION Sl. No. 5

Subject : Movement of Patrolling Magistrates/Sector Magistrates between
various polling stations on the day of poll and making an entry in
the 'Visit Sheet'

The Commission has desired that various Patrolling Magistrates Seclor l\,4agistrates

will keep oscillating between various polling stations allotted to them on the day of poll to

supervise the conduct of poll and make an entry in the'Visit Sheet'(as enclosed with this

letter) to be kept with the Presiding Officer on the day of poll.



VISIT SHEET
Day of Poll:

SI. No. Name & Designation of
the officer visiting
(ObserveriDEO/RO/
ERO/ Sector
Magistratel Zonal
Magistrate/ Patrolling
Magistrate

Time
of
Visit

Brief description
of polling
process
(Peaceful/Incide
nts, if any)

Number of
votes polled
till the time
of visit

o//o
polled
till the
time of
visit

Remark
s, if any

Signatur
eof
Officer

Signatures of Presiding Officers
(with date)

2t

Name and Number of Assembly :

Name and Number of Polling Station :

Number of Electors :



XLECTIOI{ COMMISSIOI\{ OT' $.{DIA
Nirvachan Sadan. Ashoka Road. New Delhi-llt! 001.

No 46{/IN$T/2S1.1-EPS

To

The Chief Electoral Officers of

Dated: 6th lr{ay, ?01.4

"1. Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad
2. Bihar, Pahra
3. Himachal Frade*h, Shimla
4. ]ammu and Kashmir, |ammu
5. Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow
6. Uttarakhand, Dehradun
7" West Bengai, Kolkata

Sub: Dissemination of Commiasion's Latest instnrctions upto Presiding Officer
and the field levei - reg.

Sir I h{adam,

The Commission has issued a few neiir," instructions recently. l he

instructions are as follolrys:-

. A " polling agentslrelieving agents movement sheet" should be provided to

*ach polling station, in which each and every polling agent shall be required

to sign indicating the time of arrival at the polling $tation ar:rci time of

departure { No. A6AIINST/2014-EPS dated 4th MaY, ?014}'

r The Obsrrver, $eetor Mxgistrate, seniar officers who vlsit the polling station

during the course of poil shall also ensure that the aforesaid sheet is being

properly maintained ( No. a6a/INST/2014-EI€ dated 4th May.2014).

r 'Itie 'Ielephone nos' of ROs/ARos/Ke3' Pclice C)fficers/ Sector Officers/

Contrsl Rooms shall he dlsplayed at all the polling stations so that if polling

agents have any compl*int they can establish contact to register it firr
immediate intervention (No. 464/ INST/ 201 &Er€ dated 4tt lvIay, 201"4).

r Any complaint received from polling agents at any level shall be inquired

immediately. The RO/Obsener shall also scrutinize the docurnenh; related to

such polling stations careful$ and record their views spccifirally {No.

464/INSTI2014-EPS dated 4th Ma-Y, 2t,14).



I

*

*

The pollirlg agents may he allon'ed to gs out of th* palling stations even after

3.*0 p.m. to attend t* nature'* calls, ek. and come ha*k insid* t3re p*1ling

stati*n. H*I*'ever, it rrray be *nsured that only the polling agent *f a candidate

tlr hj-,; snbstitl"tte can be present inside the polling station al a time {Nrr.

46{ltN$T/2034-EI5 dated Sth &{ny, 2014).

Presiding Officers shall exerslse fhe poy/er conferred under $ecti*n 1"31 of the

It. F. Act, 1$St and usr: the presence *f CAPF/State Potrice person:rel suitably

in case r:f $ccurren*e of any untor&'ard incid*nt affe*ting the free and finir pall

process ${o. a6a/IN$T12il1&HfS datsrl 5th May, 201{}.

The ilEO/$F shall bri*f thr: CAPFI Staie Pr:lire ah*ut provisi*ns o{ Section

1.31 *f *ra &.F" Act, 1951" sc: that in cas* *f an-v unts*'ard incidext, th* CAFF

are in a pr:siti*n to act i.mmediat*ly and tackle the sitnation effecliv*ly. F*r

this, th*re shsulel btl proper co-ordination b*trveeR ths Fresiding *$$icer and

CAff/ Stat* Pclice p*stetl in a pr:lling station (N*. a6alIN$Tl2St4-HpS

dat*d Stk h{a}', 2014}.

Cosrstituti*n of district*:r'is* ptil da3' trackiag team d*dirated Ior earh pnll

gring rtistrict by CECI.

Setting up *{ c*nfral rt:r:m at t}re district level n'ith dedicated t*ams f*r

Teh*il/ Bl*ek level.

Sening xp *f sepa.rate c*nfr*l 1oon1s et CgOlfE0 level to monit*r lixal

rnedia nhich generaliy col,ers the even* *ceurxing *t potling stati*n level.

lkffcr*- Ohs*n *r }:e allowed to carry nnobile ph*ne in silent mods so that in

case af any:re*d he1 xhe can cr:ovdinate tt'ith c*ntrol r$sfil.

Pres*nce of CAFFI pr:lice personnel to be rec*rded in p*lling statiuns where

videc camera/ digital cam{:r? is dcp}oy*d *r using rn*bile ph*n*s"

Qui{k resp$rr.*e meckanism be $tablished by making prsper $ector

aff&ngen"lent$, corrtrol rocm arrangeme]t$.. re$*rve v*hir:les and :xssrve

<#ficsrs stc. tc) en$ure that in case eif any untowatd incident the facts c*ulei be

got ascertained wtthin 30 nrinutes.

s

a

s

4
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These instructions shall be brought to the notice of all Presiding officers at the

tiane of dispatching through puhlic address system; b"v giving one page print out of

&e salient features of the new instructions.

Apart from this, the Sector officers should be having adequate number of copies

of the nen'instructions and brie{ the Presiding Officers specifically.

The DEOs will take the confirmation that the details of the new instructi*ns

have reached the Presiding officer level and all other concemed.

Yours

Mukherjee)
$ecretary



h

qrr6 ftrEfaq 3TrqtT
ETECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

TEL 0l I -230521214

F.ax Or1-237 13412 1 739944
Websitei www

No. 464/INST/2023lEPS (Poll Day Management inside PS)

To

h*{r si=l

3r+6 ils. Tg l4dlt 10001-

NirvachaD Sadan,

Ashoka Road, New Delhi-I10001.

Dated: I 4th Jrme, 2023

'.)b'

?& Lq

o

The Chief Electoral Offices of
all Slates & Union Tenitories.

Gencral Election ud Bye electirn to Lok Sabha and State Legislative

Assemblies - Manegement of Activities Inside Polling Stations - reg'
t Subject:

Reference:
l)

\

Section

(i)

{ii)
{iii)
(ir)
(")
(vi)

{viil
t"iii)
(a
(x)

{xi)
(xii)

Dato: I y

i_)

464IINST2007/PLN-t da&d

464lINSTZ008/EPS dated

464lINSI2008/EPS dated

464IINST2008/EPS dat€d

4&/INST2008/EPS datcd

464IINSI2008/EPS datod

464/INST2009/EPS dated

464/INSI2009/EPS datcd

464IINST20l2/EPS datd
No-464/INST/20 I 6-EPS dated

464IINST/20 I 9/EPS datcd

464lINSflEPS/2022 dated

/

Madam/Sir,

TheCommissionhasbeenb'glinginstructiotBfromtimetotimeonvariousmanagement

activities inside Polling Stations on lhe poll day, vide letters referred to above. Now, tlr commission

has reviewed these instructions and issued the following consolidated instructions in sr4enession of

all the existing instuctions on the subject matter. The Commission has directed thal llre following

nstructions shall be strictly followed foside the Polling Stations

\\d

1. Voting Comp.rtment:

(a) Inside the polling station, voling compartmen(s) shall be placed in such a way dut secrecy of

voting is not violated and ensure that it is not near a window or the door ofthe polling *tion'

BallotUni(s)andVVPATsln|lbekeptinsidethevotinScompartmentandContsolUnitshall

ept on the table ofPolling oflicer-lll/Presiding ollicer. lnterconnecting cable of Ba.llot unit(s),
k

Control Unit and WPAT should be muted in such a way that it does not obstruct the movement of

voters inside the polling station. The entire length of the cable should be visible rd under no

xp

v Page I of 1l

25.10.2007

24.t0.2008
18.12.2008

18.12.2008

19.01.2009

21.01.2009

21.01.2009

21.01.2009

25.01 .2012

13.04.2016

15.04.2019
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circumstan*Es be concealed mder the cloth or under the table. For this purpose, tape the .onr,"ctirf
wires to th hgs of the table with transparent adhesive tape.

(c) Self-adhesive stickers having details of elections, as mentioned below, shall be pasted m all

the three sidcs of the votingcompartment, in the font and size, which shall be tegible and re&ble
from the CCTVAilebcasting cameras :

ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

VOTING COMPARTMENT

Name of Election:

Name of StatefuT:

AC/PC No. And Name:

Date of Foll:

Polling Station No. and Name:

(d) Prne€r electricity arrangements at the polling stations. However, no direct lighting shou$ be

placed ottr &e votin g comptment.

2. Persru b be admitted inside the polling station:

A. Only &r following pem$ms shall be admitted (Rule 49D of Conduct of Election Rules tg6tlrllto
the pollhgstation by the keeiding Officer: -

a) The e{etbn;

b) Pollfuagofficers;

c) Each,candidate, his election agent and one polling agent of each candidate at a time;

d) Persous authorized by the Commission;

e) Public scwants on duty in connection with the election;

I A chitd ir arms accompmying an elector;

g) A pelsm accompanying a blind or an infirm voter who cannot move or vote without help;

h) Such &r persons as the Presiding Officer may from time to time admit for the purposc of
identiffing yoters or otherwise assisting him in taking the poll;

B. Io cse of necessit5r, dre Presiding Officer can demand for photo identity cards of contcsting

candiddcs Similarly, the ebction agents of the candidates are required to produce their identity cuds

(the dupfiic*e copy of their appointment letter afteste<i by the Returning officer).

C. It stnuld be noted that the expression 'Public servants on duty in connection with the elctbn'
does not iachrde Ministers, State Ministers and Depufy Ministers of Centre and States. Accordingto

the instnrdfuns of the Comrnission, they cannot be allowed to be appointed even as election agents

or polling agents, as they have to be escorted by their security guards who cannot be allowed entry

A/-
Pagclofll



into the polling station. For the same reason, no person having security cover can be appointed

Election/Polling /Counting Agent

D. Thc above expression 'Public servants on duty in connection with the election' also docs not

normalt5l include police officers. Such officers whether in uniform or in plain clothes shouldot as a

general ruh be allowed to enter into a polling station, unless the Presiding fficer decides !o call

them inside in unavoidable circumstances for the maintenance of law and order or some similar

purposc,

E. No security personnel accompanying any candidate, or any agent or aly elector shmld be

permitbdto enter the polling station. Only security personnel of an SPG probctee and Z+ F&,ctee

can enter a polling station in plain clothes and arms kept in concealed manner-

3. Ever& before Actual Poll:

(a) Cordrct of Mock Poll before start ofactual Poll in Polling Station

(i) Befmc sarting mock poll, it shall be ensured that Ballot unil(s) and vvPAT are kept inside the

votirgmmpartment and Control Unit is kept on the table of Polling Officer-Ill/Presiding Officer.

(ii) Mock Poll shall be started 90 minutes before the commencement of rtual poll time in the

prffie of at least two candidates/polling agents. The Presiding Officer me)r wait for 15 ninutes

befueconducting the mock poll, if minimum two candidates/agents are not present. In srEl cases,

Prtsifng Ofticer shall make a specific mention in this regard, in thc pescribed Moc& Poll

Cerlificate.

(iii) Tbpolling stations not having the presence of agents ofthe candidates ofrecognized pardcs and

whcrc the mock poll had to be conducted in the absence ofany agent or in the presence of only

one plling agent, k€siding officer shall intimate the same to the Retnning officedsector

OfEcer. In such case, interventions such as deployment of micro-observerg deployment ofvideo

camrrrs (if not already done), frequent visits by Sector Officer and other senior officers should

beasrcd.

(iv)Afttr the completion ofpoll on the basis ofmock poll certifications received fiom the Pcsiding

officers of polling stations mentioned at 3 (a)(iii), the R.o shall preparc a list of such polling

statiooE and special attention shall be paid to the documents received frqn such polling stations

fo( Foper scrutiny- The observers shall also pay their attention to this aspect'

(v) In case Ballot unit or control unit or wPAT does not work properly &ring mock po[, only

resFctive unit shall be replaced.

(b) DemoEslration by Presiding OIIicer

Pres ing O{ficers shall demonstrate the following before commencememt of actual poll to the

polling agents present in the polling stations: -

(i) Mrkcd copy ofthe electoral roll to be used in the polling station'

F+.Jofll
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(i{ The list of Classified Services Voters (CSVs) appointed proxies (ifany).

fiiilr.egister of voErs (Form l7A) to show that the register is blank and no entry in respect of any

clector has alrcady been made therein.

(irf Before the first voter signs in Form-I7 A (Register ofvoters), the polling ollicer-l shall check

rith the Presiding Officer and record in ink in Form l7A that "Total in the Control Unit checked

ad found to be Zero".

(( kead out the declaration prescribed by the commissio n(section I 28, Representation ofthe people

lct l95l'y.

iL .Actual Poll:

(!| Yoting Procedrrr:

(a) First Polling officer is in-charge of the marked copy of electoral roll and responsible for

ilentification oftre voters. A Voter enters the polling station, First Polling Officer identifies the

voter and marks his/her presence in marked copy Electoral Roll.

When an elector is allowed to cast vote at the polling station, a line will be drawn, in red ink,

diagonally across the box containing the particulars pertaining to that elector in the marked copy

ofthe Electoral Roll. Further, for easy verification and calculation ofnumber of male and female

roters, the serial number of the voter will be rounded offin the case of female voters.

(b) Second Polling Officer, who is in-charge of Register ofVoters (Form-liA), Indelible Ink and

Yoter slips, makes the entries of the voter's name including EpIC/any of the other altemative

thcument prescribed by the Election Commission of India and obtain the signature of the voters

or the thumb impression (in the case of illiterate voters) in the Register of voters (Form l7A).

rhereafter, marts the indelible ink as per the exrsting instruction (Rule i7/49 K conduct of
Election Rules 196l) and issues voter Slip to the voter indicating his/her serial number as

oentioned in Form l7A.

(c) Third Polling oflicer is the cusrodian ofthe cU and activates the BU by pressirrg BALLoT

hlfton ofthe CU and allows the voter to go inside the voting compariment to cast votg, in the order

ofthe serial nunber on the voter's slip issued by the Second polling Officer.

fii) The Presiding Ofiicer or other polling staffshall not visit frequently to the voting compartment as

that may give *ope for complaints.

(i I ln order to erBure that no voter has committed any mischief by pasting any papei, tapes etc., on

lhe symbol/ names / ballot button, the Presiding Olficer may from time to time inspect ballot unit

(BU) but he should make it a point to do so in the immediate presence ofpolling agents under Rule

19 Q of Conduct of Election Rules, 1961.

Page .l of I I
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[w) Any complaint about the conduct of the polling staff at the polling station shall be taken seriously

and shall be properly enquired. Observers are instructed to take serious note of such complainB

and conduct or cause enquiry into such allegations and submit reports to the Commission.

[r] The following shall be followed for replacement of non- functional EVM/VVPAT:

(a) If the CU or the BU(s) becomes non-functional during actual poll, then the entirc set of BU(s|

CU and WPAT shall be replaced by calling Sector Officer. In such case, mock poll shall be

conducted by casting of one vole to each contesting ca.rdidate including NOTA and other

instructions ofmock poll be followed.

(b) If only WPAT becomes non-functional during actual poll, then only WPAT shall be

replaced. In such case no MOCK POLL is required to be conducted.

(vi) (a)The polt shall be closed by pressing 'CLOSE' button on CU at the hour fixed for the purpose'

if no elector is in queue at the polling station. Ifsome electors are in queue at the hour appointed

for the close ofpoll, the following procedure shall be followed:

r All eleclors present at the polling station at the hour appointed for the close ofpoll should be

permitted to cast their votes irrespective ofthe appointed closing hour.

. The Piesiding Officer shall distribute pre-numbered slips to all electors standing in queuq

starting from lhe last person in queue at the prescribed time for end ofpoll.

. After th last voter has recorded his vote, the voting machine has to be clmed by pressing

'CLOSE'button on CU, so that no further recording of votes in the machine is pmible'

(b) After all electors have cast their votes, the Presiding Offrcer shall put a red linc after entry of

last voter ard sign on Register l7A giving date and time. All polling agents may also be allowed

to put their signature, ifthey desirc so.

(c) Under Rule 49S Conduct of Eledion Rules, 1961, at the close ofpoll, Presiding officer shall

fumish a tnrc attested copy ofthe account ofvotes recorded as prepared by him/her in Form 17C

to each polling agent, after obtaining a receipt from them. Copies of the accounts should be

fumished to every polling agent present even without his/her asking for it.

i Various special cases during voting on Poll Day:

G) Secrecy ofVote

Section 128 of the Representation of the People Act 1951 also prescribes mainlenance of

secrecy of voting and punishment its contraventions. In the interest of maintaining secrecy of votg

m photography or video recording by any percon shall be allowed inside the polling stations, except

by the persons authorized by the Commission.



(ii) Voting by ASD Vot"rs:

In order to prevent impersonation ofAbsent, Shifted and Dead (ASD) electors at the time ofpoll,
a list of ASD voters shall be provided to presiding ofrcer, who shall adopt the following
prc€dure in the presnce of the Polling Agents:

(a) If any elector ofASD list comes to cast his/her vote, the presiding ofiicer shall verig the

pwibed identificiicn document fErsonally. lf Presiding Officer is satbfied that the elecbr is

geauine after verifuion, the Presiding Officer shall obtain a declaratim (Annexure_l) from

strer elector and certify therein. Presiding officer shall maintain a record il this regard.

(b) The polling offic€r concern shall properly register the details in the Register ofvoters (Form-

I 7A)- Thumb impression of such electors shall also be obtained in additbo to signature against

tlrecolumn of 'Sign&re/thumb impression' of Register of voters (Form-l7A), even if etetrsr is

litrrate and can sign

(c) l$herever possiblq such electors may be photographed for record.

(d) ,tr the end ofthe poll, Annexure-l shall be kept with Form- l7A for scrutiny.

(iii) &..ssibility in pollag:

(a) Dummy Ballot Sbets in Braille shall be made available in Polling Statiom for use of visully
iryired voter to cd his/her vote using Braille facility on Ballot Units of EVMs so that hdshe

ce vole without any help fiom companion.

(b) A printed sample ofdummy Ballot unit pasted on a cardboard (real size) shall be provided at

effiJ' polling station- lf any illiterate electors/electors want to know how to cast vote in EVII{, the

Prcriding ofiicer sbll explain the elector without going to the voting compartment h the

prescnce of polling qents.

(c) ffirm voter, who b incapable of voting by himself by pressing the buttm ofthe candidate ofhis

chsi- on the Ballotiq Unit of EVM shall be pemitted one authorized comlsdon only up to voting

cqdtment in the polling station and not inside the voting compartment This will apply in cases

ulrle the nature ofphysical infirmity b such that the elector needs assistane only for his movanent

d mt for voting. Th presiding Officer has to take decision in such cases.

Iflle Presiding Officer is satisfied tlrat a voter is unable to recognize tlre symbols on tlre Uallot

prr afiixed on the Balloting Unit(s) of the EVM or to record his vote on h without assistarce on

mmt of being blid or infirmity, he will permit such voter to take an adus companion of mt less

tkr 18 years into lte voting comparunent with him for recording the vob on his behalf srd in

mdance with his wishes. However, none of the polling staffcan act as a oonpanion to reco(d vote

oo his behalf. Besifu, numeric in Braille signage (l to 16) has been provided on the Balloting

unil (BU) top cov€f, on the right of the blue button for each contesting candidate for the

covenience of the yisually challenged (blind) persons (Rule 49N of the conduct of Elctions

Pa$5ofllv-



Rules, 196l ). Before any person is permitted to act as the companion ofthe elector, heJslrc shall

bc required to declare that he/she will keep the vote recorded by him/her on behalf of the elector

s*ret and that he/she has not already acted as the companion of any odrer elector at flry other

polling station on that day. The Presiding Officer shall obtain the declaration from the cor4anion

hr the form prescribed by the Commission for the purpose

(iv) Electoral and Printing Errons in the Electoral Rolls to be overlooked:

Lhre clerical or printing enors in respect ofa voter as entered in the electoral roll shall be overhoked

ifsdisfied about the identity of that voter and the Presiding Officer is to allow such voter to Yote if

ht name appears in the Electoral Roll.

(v) Tendered Votes:

A pelson claiming to be a particulfi elector comes forward to vote after some dher person has akeady

voted as such elector. In such case, ifthe Presiding Offrcer is satisfied about lhe identity ofsuch person

to be the real voter after necessary questioning, such elector shall be permittsd to vote only by means

ofe -Tender.ed Ballot Paper" (Not by means of the voting machine). Tlre words 'Tendered Ballot

P+el will be stamped or written on its backside. The Presiding Officer will make necessary otry in

lh fist of tendered votes (Form l7B appended to the conduct of Elections Ruks, l96i) and obin the

si4ure or thumb impression of the voter therein. The elector will record his vote on the ladered

bdc paper by placing an arrow cross mark.

v PrgcToflt

(rr) Challenged Vote:

Ihe polling agents can also challenge the identity of a person claiming to b€ a particulaf elector

&1r depositing a sum of Rs.2 in cash with the Presiding officer for each such challenge The

ksiding officer shall hold a summary inquiry into the challenge. If after the inquiry the

Presitling Officer considen that the challenge has not been established, he shall allow the person

&llenged to vote. If he considers that the challenge has been establishe4 the PresidingOfficer

$all debar the person challenged from voting and shall handover such pelson to the potix with

a written complaint. All such complaints to the Potice should be vigorously pursed and

Fosecutions launched against the offenders so that they are convicted ald suitably puniff.

(vii) Refusal to cast a vote by a voter:

sornetimes there is a possibility of some voter not casting vote after signingthe Register ofvoters

(Form l7A) even after option ofNoTA is provided in the EVIvI/Ballot Paper. [n such cases, if an

dcclor after signing in Form 17A wishes to leave without voting, a remark can be made in the

negister of voters (Form 17 A) according to the situatiorl/circumstances under which the elector

b not voting like ..Ieft without voting" or "refused to vote" etc. ln Form l7-C (Part-l) the number



of such cases may be shown against Item (3) after scoring out the words ..under Rule 49-o
therein.

(viii) Complaint about partforlars printed on WpAT paper slips:

Ifany voter alleges about the wmng printing ofparticulars ofa candidate and/or symbol of that

candidate on vvPAT pape' slip printed by the wpAT on pressing of concemed blue
(candidate) button the Ballot Unit, the Presiding officer the polling station should provide

him/her a 'Form ofDeclaration' to lodge a complaint and follow the procedure prescribed under

rule 49MA.

(ix) Liability of polling agctrb for misbehaving or violation of Acts/ Rule : polling

agents/voters should not misbehave with polling staff and voters and must not do any wrong
acts which violates Rules / sections of the Representation of people Act, 1951 or other Acts.

For any such violation, they willbe liable for punishment of imprisonment or fine or both under

the releva[t Acts.

(x) Prtcautions Against Voting by Underage Voters:

The etigibility of a person rrfios€ name is included in the electoral roll to be a voter cannot be

questioned or enquired into by fire Presiding Officer at the polling station. However, ifthe presiding

officer is prima facie satisfi€d, on his own or based on complaint received, that the voter is below

the minimum voting age, tlren the Presiding Ofhcer shall obtain a declaration in the pescribed Fonn
(Annexure2) from the perscr concemed about his age. Before obtaining the declardion fiom such

voter, the Presiding officer will inform him of the penal provisions in Sectitn 3l of the

Representation ofthe Peopb Act I 950 for making a false declaration about his age for the inclusion

of his name in the Electoral Roll.

(xi) Webcocting in Polling S&tion

Webcasting shall be arranged in all critical polling stations and all polling statiors in vulnerable

areas or at least in 50% oftotal polling stations including auxiliary polling stations, whichever
is higher. However, the seqecy ofvote shall be maintained. Detaired instruction on the subject

may be referred on modalitb of imptementation.

(xii) Micm Observers

Micro observers shall be @loyed in all or selecred critical polling stations as decided by the

General observer for observing the conduct ofproceedings inside the polling starion as per the

statutory provisions and inssuctions of the commission. Micro observer shall report to thc
General Observer in the prcscribed formats-

v- Page 8 ofll



6. Sealing ofEVI\rIsfVYPATs ad Election Papers after completion of Poll:

(i) Sealingof EVMs and WPATs:

Ballot Unit(s), Control Unit and VVPAT shall be sealed in the respective carrying case usirg

thread md address tags, as per existing instructions.

(ii) Seating of Election Papers - Affixing of Seal thereon by the Polling Agents:

After the close of the poll, ttre Presiding Officer will also seal all the election papers in separde

packeb in accordance with the rules and instructions. The Polling Agents present at the polling

station are also permitted to affrx their seals, in addition to the seal of the Presiding Officer, on

the envelopes and packeb containing the following documents:

(a) The marked copy of the electoral roll;

(b) Register of Voters;

(c) Yoters slips;

(d) The tendered ballot papers and the list of tendered voters in Form I 78;

(e) The unused tendered ballot papers;

(f) The list of challenged votes;

G) The unused and damaged paper seals, if any;

(h) Appointment leters of Polling Agents; and

(D Any other papers ffrat the Returning Officer has directed to be kept in a sealed packet

The above iffirrctions shall be bmught to the notice of all concerned for strict compliance.

Yours faithtullv.

oa q*)
(SANJEEV KIIMAR

SECRETARY
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Annexure-l

FORN,f OF DECLARATION BY ELECTOR WHOSE NAME IS IN ABSENTEE / SHIFTED /
DEAD LIST

I hercby solemnly declare and affirm thd I am the same person whose name appears at Serial No

of Part No ....- Of the existing electoral roll of the

... ... Comtituency which was prepared / revised with

respoct of first date of January, April, July, October,20.... as qualifuing date. I am aware that

impersonation at elections is an electoral offence under the section I 7 I D of the Indian penal Code.

Signature/Thumb impression of the Elector

Name

Certitied that the above declaration was mde and subscribed by the elector above named before me.

Signature of the Presiding Officer

Number and name of polling station

Date

Page l0 of I I



Annexure-2

FORM OF DECLARATION BY ELECTOR

I hercby solemnly declare and affirm that my age was more than l8 years on the first

January/*ApriUJ .(year) [ am aware of the Penal Provisions of Section 3l of
the Representation of ffre People Act, 1950 for making any false Declaration in connection with the

inclusion of any name in the electoral roll or the preparation, revision or correction of the electoral

roll.

Signature/Thumb impression of fhe elector

Fattrcr'VMother's/flu$and's Name.---

Part Number of Electonal Roll . .

S erial Number of Elector

Date: -..........

Certifud that the above declaration was made and subscribed by the elector above named before me.

Signature of Presiding Officer

Nurnber and name of Folling Station..--...

Date:
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

TEL 011-23052144
Fa-x 0 1 1 -237 1 34 12 / 23739944
Website: wr.r-. ra'. eci. gov.in

No. 464 /IN ST I 2023 I EPS(Po11 Day Managernent Outside)

To

faqf*i rr{r,
i[{tr6 {ts. T{ fd-cfi i I oO0 1 -

Nirvachan Sadan,
Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001.

The Chief Electoral Offices of
A11 States & Union Territories.

Subject: General Election and Bye election to Lok Sabha and State Leglslative

Assemblies - Poll Day Management of activities outside Polling
Station reg.

Reference:

(i) 576l3/98-JS-II dated 03.o2'1998
(ii) 464i INST/2006/PLN-I dated 20.04.2006
(iii) 464/INSTI2007iPLN-I dated t2.Ot.2OOT

$vl 46apP-LAl2OO7 dated 25.1O.2OO7

(v) 437 I 6 I 2}}70NST)-PLN-III dated t2.tt.2o07
(vi) a6alINST/2008iEPS dated16.01.2009
(vii)464/INST/2008/EPS dated 2L.Ar.2o0g
(viiila64/INST./2014/EPS dated 1s.04.2o14

Madam/Sir,

Ttre Commission has been issuing instructions from time to time on management

of activities outside Polling Stations on the day of poll, uid"e letters referred to above. Now,

the Commission has reyiewed^ these instructions and issued the following consolidated

instructions in supersession of all tlle existing instructions on the subject:

I. Election Booths:

During the period of General 1 Bye-Elections to the Lok Sabha and State Legislative

Assemblies, the candidates of various parties including independent candidates set up

ald operate Eiection Booths (temporary offrces) on poll day. In these regards, the

following directions are issued for strict compliance:

(i) No Election Booth shall be set up within a radius of 20O meters from the Polling

Station. Even where more than one Polling Station has been set up in the same

Page 1 of 5
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polling Station Location or premises, there shall be only one Election Booth of a

candidate for such group of Polling Stations beyond a distance of 20O meters from

such premises.

(ii) Only one table and two chairs shall be provided at each of such Booths with art

umbrelia or a small tent measuring not rnore than 10 X10 ft to protect from weather

conditions outside the 2OO meters periphery of the polling station premises

{iii) Each candidate wishing to set up such Booths shall intimate, in writing and in

advance, to the Returning Officer, the names and serial numbers of the Polling

Stations where such Booths are proposed to be set up by him. He shall also obtain

the written permission of the concerned Government authorities or locaL

authorities like Corporations, Municipalities, Zllla Parishads, Town Area

Committees, Panchayat Samitis etc., as applicable, under the relevant iocal laws

before setting up of such Booths. Such a written permission must be available with

the persons manning the Booth so as to produce the sarne before the election/

police authorities concerned on demand.

(iv) Following broad guideline with respect of setting up of such Booths shall be

followed:

a. No such Booths will be opened by *ay of any encroachment either on public or

private property.

b. No such Booths rnrill be opened in any religious places or calnpus of such religious

places.

c. No such Booths will be opened contiguous to any educational institutions or

hospitals.

d. Such Booths can display only one party flag and banner with party

symbols/photographs.

e. The size of the banner used in such Booths shouid not exceed 4 X 8 feet subject to

the further condition that if the iocal laws prescribe a lower size for banner /
hoardiag etc., then the size restriction prescribed by locallaw shal1prevail.

f- The expenditure on setting up of such Booths and activities conducted, as

prescribed, should be booked to the candidate's election expenditure account

(v) Such Booths sha1l be used only for the sole purpose of issuing unofficial identity

slips to electors. These unofficial identity slips shall be printed strictly, in

accordance with the instructions of the Commission, without the name or symboi

of the candidate or the narne of the political party.
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(vi) No crowds sha1l be allowed to collect at such Booths in any circumstances nor

shal1 any person who has already cast his vote at tJ.e Polling station be allowed

to come to the Booth. This would be evident from the indelible ink mark on his left

forefinger or any other finger as specificatly prescribed for that election for tJ.e

consdtuency in which the Polling Station is located.

(uii) The persons malning the boottrs shal1 not cause any obstructions

whatsoever in the way of electors proceeding to the Poliing Stations or prevent

them from going to the Booths of other candidates or create any other sort of

hurdles whatsoever in the right of voters to exercise their fralchise according to

their own free wi1l. More specifically, no elector shall be influenced in a.rly way

whatsoever to either come and collect the unoflicial identity slip from the particular

Booth or if he comes to such Booth ofhis own accord, to vote in favour ofor against

any party / candidate contesting the eleclion.

(viii) Any violation of the above directions will be viewed by the commission with

the utmost gravity alld most stringent action possible under the law, including but

not restricted to the removal of such Booths forthwith will be taken against the

candidates and / or their agents ,/ workers responsible for any such violations'

(ix) No eiectioneering shali be allowed within the 2oo-meter area around the Polling

Stations on the date of Po1l.

(x) No person other than observers appointed by the commission and authorized

election/poiice officia_ls shall be atlowed to either carry or use mobile phones,

w.ireless sets, etc., in lhe loo-meter perimeter of the Polling stations described as

the "Potling Station Neighborhood" lsection 730 Representation of the People Act

1951) and within the Polling Station.

(xilThe person who is nominated by the political parties/ candidates to mafl such

Booth sha_l1 be a voter in the same Polling station. He shall also have arr EPIC and

whenever any Sector Magistrate I Observer ask the person to disclose his identity,

he sha-1l show the EPIC.

(xi0 The political parties / candidates shall ensure that they do not put any person

with criminat antecedents on the job to man such booths.

U. Possessioa of Arms near the Polling Station:

(i)The provisions of Section 134 B of the Representation ofPeople Act, l9Sl provides

that, except those expressly permitted by that section, no one else carries any arms

or indulges in show of arms in Polling Stations or Polling Station Neighborhood, so
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that ttre conduct of elections can take place in a free and fair manner without any

intimidation of voters, or threat perception to them.

(ii) It is seen from time to time that during the po1l process? candidates and/or

supporters of candidates, who have been provided with security cover by the

authorities, epter Polling Stations or Polling Station Neighborhood accompanied by

their security personnel. This is in clear contravention of the provisions laid down

in Section 1348 of the Representation of the People Act 1951.

(iii) No person, even if a recipient of any form of security from any quarter, should

enter into any Poiling Station or Polling Station Neighborhood, accompanied by

such security personnel.

(i") The security agencies in charge of extending security must therefore, recast

security plans accordingly. It would be the duty of those in charge of the election

to ensure that the provisions of the above quoted Section 1348 of the

Representation of the Peopie Act 195L are strictly enforced and no security

personnel attached to any person (i.e., any candidate, any of his agents, workers,

supporters, or even any eiector) enter into any Polling Station or Polling Station

Neighborhood. Only one security personnel of SPG protectee or Z+ protectee can

enter a Polling Station in plain clothes and arms kept in concealed manner.

III. SecurityArrangements:

(i) Commissioner of Police/ Superintendent of Police shall deploy police forces,

including CAPF, as per approved District Deployment Plan on static and mobile

duties. A1l police forces, including CAPF, deployed for polling station security sha1l

take positions in and control of the respective Polling Stations on the day prior to

the poll day.

{ii) In case CAPF has not reached the assigned Polling Station, due to any reason, the

poll shall not commence in that Polling Station.

(iii) Marrual on Force Deployment in Elections (.Latest Editionl shall be referred to for

detailed guidelines on force deployment.

(iv) At the polling station where CAPF personnel are deployed according to District

Deployment Plan, one personnel of the CAPF deployed for the Polling Station shall

be placed at the door of the Polling Station, either in static or oscillating mode, in
order to observe the proceedings inside the Polling Station {Janak SinghV/s Ram

Das Rai & Other in CA 9228 af 2OO3: SC). Moreover, the Company Commanders of

CAPF shall also move for area domination and confidence building measure in the
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sectors assigned to them.

(v) The State Police shall remain solely responsible for maintenance of tlle general 1aw

and order inside and outside of the Polling Station premises (as different from

polling stations).

(vi)State Police Force shall not replace the CAPFs at the Polling Stations, in

contravention of District Deplo5rment Plan, under any circumstances. No officer of

the local state police, with or without contingent, shall position himself at the

Polling Station and exercise any supervision and control over the CAPF at the

Poliing Station.

(vii) According to the vulnerability mapping, hamlets/habitations within relevant

Polling Station areas those are vulnerable to threat, all necessary conlidence

building measures shall be taken. ?he Local State Police shal1 attach utmost

importance to this task and shal.l also ensure that there is no hinderance to voters

of such pockets in exercising their franchise on the day of poli.

The above instructions shall be brought to the notice of all concerned for strict

compliance.

Yours faithfully,

1k\t &s fieB,y

(SAI{JEEV KUMAR PRASAD}
SECRETARY
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
Niruachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, Neut Delhi-l10001

'o. ECI/PN/21812025 23.O5.2025

Press Note

ECI to provide Mobile Deposit Facility for voters at polling stations
Rationalises norms for Canvassing

In line with various initiatives aimed at enhancing voter convenience and
streamlining poll day arrangements, the Election Commission has issued two more
comprehensive instructions for providing mobile deposit facility for voters just outside the
polling stations and rationalising norms for canvassing. The instructions are in line with
the relevant provisions of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 and the Conduct of
Elections Rules, 196I.

Recognising the increasing coverage and usage of mobile phones in both urban and
rural areas and the challenges faced not only by the voters at large but also by senior
citizens, women, and PwD electors in managing mobile phones on the poll day, the
Commission has decided to allow a mobile deposit facility just outside the polling stations.
Only mobile phones shall be allowed within 100 meters of the polling station and that too
in switched-off mode. Very simple pigeonhole boxes or jute bags shall be provided near
the entrance door of the polling station where the voters would be required to deposit their
mobile phones. Mobile phones shall not be allowed to be carried inside the polling station
by the voter. However, certain Polling Stations can be exempted from this provision based
on adverse local circumstances by the Returning Officer. Rule 49M of the Conduct of
Elections Rules, 1961, which ensures secrecy of voting within the polling station, will
continue to be strictly enforced.

Further, in a move aimed at improving election day facilitation, the Commission has
rationalised the permissible norms for canvassing in line with the electoral laws to 100
meters from the entrance of the polling station. However, electioneering shall not be
allowed within a 1OO-meter radius around the Polling Station on the day of poll. Therefore,
the booths set up by the candidates on poll day for issuing unofficial identity slips to
electors, in case the electors are not carrying their official Voter Information Slips (VIS)

issued by the Commission, can now be set up just beyond 100 meters of any polling
station.

The Election Commission of India, under the Chairmanship of Chief Election
Commissioner Shri Gyanesh Kumar along with Election Commissioners Dr. Sukhbir
Singh Sandhu and Dr. Vivek Joshi, remains committed to conducting elections strictly in
accordance with the legal framework, while continuously innovating to improve the
facilities for the voters.

,"\

P. Pawan
Deputy Director
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By Speed Post/Email

qndffiT{cflqh
ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

EPABX OLI-237L739L-98
Fax O1 1-237 1 3412 / 23739944
Web site: x:rw- e(.i. go',"._tg

No 464IINST- t7 Al 2}23-EPS

To,

Dated:

Frqtq-cq-fi,

3ryff,ts. n-{ ffi-l10001-
Nirvachan Sadan,

Ashoka Road, New Delhil 1000I.

1Qtr, June, 2023

The Chief Electoral Officers of
all States and Union Territories

Subject: Scrutiny of Form t7'A and other documents- reg.

Reference:

st.
No.

Letter No. Dated

1 464lrNST l2AO7 /PLN-I 12.70.2007
2 464lrNST/2009/ EPS 02.o3.2009
3 464 /rNSr/2009/ EPS 15.04.2009
4 464lrNST /2OO9IE,PS t6.o4.2009
5 464lrNST l2OO9 IE'PS t9.04.2009
6 464 I lnstructton / 20 1 1 /EPS 24.O9.2011
7 464lrNSr l20 12-EPS 27 .Or.2072
8 464lrNST l20 i2lEPq 08.a2.2012
I No.464 /INSTl20 14-BPS 04.o4.2A14
10. 464lrNST/ /EPS-2016 2t.o4.2016

Sir/Madam,

In reference to the above-mentioned instructions issued on the

subject cited, I am directed to state that the Commission has reviewed"

these instructions and issued the following consolidated instructions in

supersession of all the existing instructions on the subject:

1. Purpose of scrutiny of Form 17A and other documents:

Effective and thorough scrutiny of critical dobuments created during the

poll process will be necessary to identify cases of poll vitiation at any

polling station. This exercise shall be carried out under close
1ll;:gr'
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supervision of Observers and Returning Officers. The Commission

desires to ensure that even subtle and concealed electoral malpractices

at the polting station shall be detected through this document scrutiny

process.

2. Intimation to all the contesting candidates:

A11 contesting candidates shatl be given an advance notice in writing

under proper acknowledgement so that they or their election

agent/authorized representatives remain present. Candidates can

authorize as many representatives as places fixed for scrutiny by the

Returning Officer and Observer to watch the proceedings of scrutiny. In

such notice, it shall be mentioned that either the candidate himself or

his election agent or one replesentative duly authorized by the

candidate in writing may be present to watch, repeat onlU to utatch,

the proceedings of scrutiny.

Documents to be Scrutinized:

Following documents should be scrutinized by Observer and

Returning Officer in the presence of contesting candidates or their

election agents:

3

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Presiding Officers' diary

Form t7-A (Register of Voters)

Other related documents which include but not restricted to

Micro Observers Reports, visitor sheets, reports of zonal

magistrates or sector officers, report of trresiding Officer, still

photography, videography recordings, CCTV and Webcasting

footages

If the number of blind/infirm voters voting at a Polling Station

(Rute 40, Conduct of Election Rules 19611is more than la/o of

the total no. of electors in that polling station, scrutiny of Form

l aA (list of blind/infirm voters).

2lPace



4. Collection of Information at Reception Center:

To facilitate identification of polling stations, where scrutiny of

Form 17-A and other documents referred as above, is required, the

Returning Officer shall coilect the information for each Polling Station

in prescribed format (Annexure-IJ at the time of receipt of pol1ed EVMs

& WPATs and other documents after completion of poIls.

Polled EVMs and WPATs along with envelopes containing original

Form- L7C and mock poll WPAT slips sha11 be kept in the ?olled Strong

Room' as per existing instructions. Polling Station wise documents

required. for scrutiny should be stored separately in a strong room other

than the Polled Strong Room having polled EVMs and WPATs. For the

sake of convenience in taking out the documents for scrutiny, it will be

ideal to keep them separate in a clearly demarcated area so there is no

confusion at the time of taking out the document'

5, Opening and closing of the strong room(s| having Form 17A

and other documents

(i) Strong room(s) having Form 17A and other documents shall

be opened, at the time so appointed, in the presence of DEO/RO,

Observer and contesting candidates/their election agents/their

authorised representatives under video graphy.

(ii) After taking out the packets containing Forms 17A and other

d"ocuments required for scrutiny in respect of such polling stations

selected for scrutiny, the strong room shall be duly closed and sealed

after making entry in the log-book and obtaining the signatures of all

candidates or their representatives as may be present.

(iii) In case of more than one strong room in the sarne premises

or in the sarne town, opening and closing of strong rooms can be

coordinated in such a way that one of the Observers remains present

at the time of closing of each strong room without any deviation.

(iv) In case strong room locations are distributed in the

3lPagr,r
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constituency, Observers shall decide, in advance in consultation with

the Returning Officer(s) or District Election Officer, to ensure presence

of one of the Observers at the time of opening and closing of strong

room(s). The information should also be made available to the

contesting candidates or their election agents in advance.

(") Even after making these arrangements, if the number of

Observers is still less than the number of strong rooms, the Returning

Officer/ District Election Officer and Observers concerned shall

autlnorize one of the Micro Observers with due care to remain present

as a representative of the Observer. In such cases, the DEO/RO shall

ensure that one senior officer along with one of the AROs remain

present. In such cases, a joint report along with videography will be

submitted by the ARO and Micro Observer jointly to the RO and

Observer concerned. After getting joint report from ARO/Micro

Observer, the RO and the Observer concerned shall record their

satisfaction about the process of opening and closing of strong

room(s).

(r.i) The whole process of opening and closing of strong room(s),

containing Form 17A artd other documents, shall be video graphed.

6. Transportation of Documents to be Scrutinizedz

Wherever relevant papers required for scrutiny of Form 17-A and

other documents are required to be transported, they shail be

transported und.er proper police escort along with Executive Magistrate.

Candidates and their representatives shall be allowed to follow the

vehicle transporting relevant papers. In this regard, proper information

about the travel plan should be given to the candidates/their election

agents or their representatives.

7. Criteria for selection of Polling Stations for scrutiny:

Based on the information collected as above, scrutiny of

documents shall be done by Observers and Returning officers in the
4lt,ir,lc
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presence of contesting candidates or their election agents for any of the

following categories of the polling stations: -

(i) In all polling stations, where any complaint of poll rigging,

malpractices etc. was received by Observer, DEO or R0 during

the poll process.

(ii) In all polling stations, where any significant event (EVM/WPAT

related or otherwise) was reported to the Observer, DEO or RO

during poll process.

(iii) in polling stations, where poll took place in the absence of

any polling agent or in the presence of the agent of only one

candidate.

(iv) In polling stations, where the number of electors who cast

their votes using documents other than EPIC (i-e., alternative

d.ocuments specified by the Commission) exceeded 25% of the

total votes cast in that polling station.

(") In polling stations, where more than 1O% of such electors

who had been identified as ASD turned up and voted'

(vi) In polling stations, where polling percentage is plus 15% or

minus 15% than the average polling percentage of that AC. say,

for e.g., in a particular AC 60% votes have been cast, then in all

polling stations with polling percentage 75o/o or more and 45o/o or

less shall be taken uP for scrutinY.

(vii) In polling stations, where there are at least 5 (five) tendered

votes and challenged votes reported.

(viii) In Polling Stations, where in 10% or more remarks column

of Register of Voters (Form-17A) are blank and does not indicate

use of the EPIC lalternate d.ocument.

(ix) In Polling Stations, where Micro Observer has submitted an

adverse report.

Procedure for Scrutiny of Documents: -

(i) The scrutiny of Form-l7A along with other documents will be

5lP*r-rt:
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taken up preferably at 1 1:00 A.M. on the day following the day

of po1l at the location lixed, in consultation with Observer.

(ii) An assembly constituency lsegment wise schedule for taking up

scrutiny shall be prepared and it will be ensured that ail

documents with regard to assembly constituency/segments,

where strong rooms are at the place different from the RO

headquarters, are brought by the ARO to RO headquarters in

time for the scrutiny to be und,ertaken.

(iii)The Returning Officer, in presence of Observer, shall do the

scrutiny with utmost care and shall submit a report to the

Commission as soon as scrutiny is over. During the process of

scrutiny, the candidates 1 their election agents or their

authorized representatives may watch the proceedings so that

they carr get a clear view of the proceedings but, are not

permitted to handle the election papers/material or interfere

with the proceedings. The entire process of such scrutiny

should be videographed.

(iv) In case of absence of observer due to his preoccupation in

scrutiny work in another AC, the Observer may decide to do the

scrutiny at 1l-:00 AM on the day following the poll day in any

one of the allotted AC first and after conduct of scrutiny in the

first AC, he may proceed to another AC to do the scrutiny work

there.

9. Post-scrutinyprocedure:

After scrutiny, the Forms 17A and marked copies of electoral

roll for each polling station, other documents and material shall

be re-sealed with the seal of the Returning Officer. The candidates

or their election agents/representatives present, may also be

allowed to affix their seal to signature thereon (sealing

cloth/material), if they so desire. These sealed envelopes shall

then be kept back in the strong room from which they were taken

out. This shall aiso be done in the presence of the candidates or
5lPa,r:



their election agents/representatives. The room shall then be

sealed^ with the seal of the Returning Officer. The candidate or

their representatives may also affix their seais /signatures thereon

if they so desire.

After scrutiny of Forms l7A and other documents, the

Returning Officer and Observer shall make necessa{/

recommendations as per Annexure-Il, to the Commission for

repoll, if warranted and wherever considered necessary, grving

reasons polling station wise. In case of any difference of opinion,

the same shall be reflected indicating the reason for the same in

their respective reports.

The aforesaid consolid"ated instructions shall be brought to

the notice of all concerned for compliance during General

Elections to Lok Sabha, State Legislative Assembly and all Bye

elections.

Yours faithfully,
. -.)'r"

{
Ajay Kumar Verma

Secretar5r

Tllaatrr
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Annexure-I
Potting Station Data for Scrutiny Decisioa

S.No Indicators Details

1 Total Electors in the P.S. (il Male

(iil Female
(iii) TG

Total

2 Number of persons who voted in the P.S (i) Male

(iil Female

(iii) rG
Total

3 Number of Tendered votes

4 Number of challenged votes

5 Number of Proxy votes by CSVs.

6 Number of electors who exercised their right of vote on the
basis of EPIC

7 Number of electors who exercised their right of vote on the
basis alternative document.

I Number of voters who exercised their right under Rule 49 O,
who decided not to record vote

I Number of polling agents in the polling station.

10 Number of overseas electors who voted in the poll.

11 Number of BU, CU, WPAT used

Y/N

13 If so, the time when changed and what was the reason for it.

L4 Total ASD voters in the ASD voters iist

15 Total persons who cast their vote from the ASD voters list.

16 Any incident of violence or poIl interruption due to any
reason

Y/N

L7 Any complaints received with respect to polling station Y/N

8lPag,,.r
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Annexure-II

Recommendlation of Retuning Oflicer for Re-poll after scrutiny of Form
17A aad other documents

No. and Name
of the

Assembly
Constituency

Recommendation
of RO for Re-poll

(Yes / No|

In case of
recommendation for

Re-poll
Reasons
for Re-

po11Polling
Station
Number

Name of
Polling
Station

Returning Officer
Constituency Name/ Number

Recommendation of Obsenzer

9lParlr
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ffiLEC?I0N COMT#ISSI#H $*- I$mL&.
Tel. No. 011-23052246
Fax 01i -23052001
Website : wrvw. eci. gov*i-r1

Mqq u-fi
3Tci-6 t-s, .r$ ftd*rrooor

Nirvachan Sadan
Ashoka Road, New Delhi- 1 1000 1

Dated: 26tt September, 2024No.a64lL&,O 12O24IEPS
To,

The Chief Eiectoral Officers of
All States and Union Territories

Subject: Setting up of election booths on day of pol1 outside the Polling
Station - Clarification - regarding.
Madam/Sir,

I am directed to refer to the subject cited arrd to state that references
were received from some CEOs regarding guidelines for setting up election
booths outside the polling stations on day of poll. Subsequently, the
matter has been perused and the following is hereby clarified:

i. Para no. 1O. L2.L of RO Handbook, 2023 may be read as;

"Only one table arud two chairs shall be prouided at each of such booths
with an umbrella or a small tent m.easuring not more than 1Ox10 fi, to protect from
weather conditions outside the 200 meters perip\rcry of ttrc polling station
premises. Dnsure that that the candidate's carlps shall be simple. They shall not
display any posters, flags, symbols or anA ot?wr propaganda material. No eatable
shall be serued or croud allowed at the camps. Setting up such booth is subject to
q glid permissfo n frcrrt local authority. "

ii. Point (d) and (e) of para no.l(iv) of Commission's instruction dated
M.A6.2O23 on poil day arrangments outside PS on day of poll may
be read as;

"Ensttre that ttw candid.ate's camps shall be simple. Theg shall not display
ang posters, ftags, sgmbols or anA other prapaganda material. No eatable shall be
serued or crowd allowed at the camps."

The above instruction shall be brought to notice of all concerned for
strict compliance during conduct of elections-

Yours faithfully,
,/7,bw

{BRE TESH KUMARI
UIIDER SECRETARY



By Speed Postl Email
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MLECTIGN COITfiTUIISSION OF INDIA

ffil vEq
wilm tr-s, ;rE ftd-rrooor

Nirvachan Sadan
Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

Dated: 16th June, 2o.25

Tel. No. OII-23O52144
Fax O11-23O520O1
Website: -__:.__:_:_,-,

No.464ltNsT/ 2022lEPS

To

The Chief Electoral Officers of
aI1 States and Union Territories.

SubJect: Guidelines on Ulebeasting on polX day- revised criteria-
Reference:

(i) 464lrNST /2022|E,PS dated O2.rt.2422
(ii) 464lINST l2a22lEPS dated 19.06.2023
(iii) 464lINST l2023lEPS (Po1l Day Management' In

regarding.

PS) dated
14.A6"2023

(iv) 4 I 2024 / SDRIVoI.II dated 06.O9.2024
(v) 412024/SDR/Vol.[ dated 30.05.2025

Madam/Sir,

The Commission has issued instructions on use of muitiple civil (non-force)

measures to keep a watch on various stages of election process including, the

webcasting on poll day, to monitor the critical activities as internal management

tool to prevent any vitiation of poll process.

2. Now, in partial modilication of the Commission's instruction referred above,

it has been decided that webcasting shall be done in all Polling Stations i.e.

100% of Polling Stations having internet connectivity. However, in shado'dr areas,

suitable alternate arrangements of videography, photography etc. may be made.

3- There shall be a webcasting monitoring control room at State levei, District

Level and AC Level as well, which shall be superuised and monitored by a Nodal

Officer appointed at each level.

4. Nodal Officers shall be responsible to ensure the following for smooth

functioning and monitoring of webcasting on poll day-

a) Webcasting arrangements are put in place and dry run is conducted, at

least 2 days in advance

b) Monitoring the po1l day activities at all polling stations with their team

and keeping close coordination with field level officers.

c) While monitoring the poLl day activities, it shall be ensured that all

polling stations are watched iive multiple times during the day for an
fs11* l r:fI
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adequa.te period of time to closely observe the proceedings. For this,

adequate staff should be deployed at the control rooms.

d) Ensure that the monitoring teams are formed and properly trained

e) In case, any violation/suspicious/wrongful activity is observed/noticed at
any polling station, the same shall be brought to ttre notice of Presiding

Officer/Sector Officer/Returning Officer/District Election

Officer/Observer immediately for necessary action. An indicative list of
such events is enclosed at Annexure-I.

\ Contact details of Nodal Officer of State level, District Level and AC Level

shall be shared with Returning Officer/District Election

Officer/Observer/ECI.

g) Contact detaiis of Presiding Officers/Sector Officers/Returning

Officers/District Election Officer/Observer shatl be available in
webcasting monitoring control room.

h) The control room shall work throughout Jhe gq,9f poll starting from
mock poll till the close of poll.

i) Adequate IT infrastructure, internet, TV displays, Phone/Mobile Phone,

technical staff, stationary items etc. shafl be made available for smooth
functioning of the monitoring process.

5. The above instructions shail be brought to the notice of all concernedfor
strict compliance. t-

Yours faithfully

l* o & | *n"r.5,

{SANJEEV KUMAR, PRASADI
SECRETARY

Copy to:

1. All District Election Officers
2. Internal Circulation

rt
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Webcasting should not cover the face of Ballot Unit and WPAT so that
secrecy of vote is preserved under all conditions under Section 128 of

Representation of the People Act, 1951 and Rule 39 of Conduct of Election

Rule, i961;

Voting Compartment should not be near the window/door or in front of

window/door;

No Entry of any other voterlofficial inside the Voting compartment if there is

already a voter casting his/her vote inside the Voting compartment; however,

at regular intervals Presiding OfIicer, under rule 49Q of the Conduct of

Elections Rules, 1961 can enter the Voting Compartment along with one or

two or more Polling agents to check the Ballot Unit(s) and WPAT to ensure

that the voters have not tampered with it in any manner and that the poil

progresses smoothly and orderly

No halt or undue delay in the Poll process

No unauthorized person inside the Polling Station at any time

No arms inside the Polling Station

No Rigging of poll process

No entry of security personnel inside the polling station

No unnecessary crowding inside the poiling station - a maximum of 4 voters

may be allowed at a time

There should be sufficient light available inside the voting compartment.

However, it should not be exposed to direct sunlight & no strong light like

high voltage bulbs/tube lights etc. should be placed directly over or in front of

the voting compartment.

If excessively long queues are forming outside the Polling Station, check if
voting inside is proceeding smoothly and continuously

Polling Station should not be found empty at any point of time during the day

No use of mobile phone inside tl.e Polling booth by anyone except Presiding
Officer/Micro observer to report Voter Turnout / incidents.

ii

iii

lV.

V.

vi.

vii.

viii.

ix.

xi.

xii.

xiii.
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Ev EuraiU Fost

Pmls-i'q-({,
e{ci-6 tt"€, .rd ffi*rrooor.

Nirvachan Sadan,
Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001

Dated: 23,d May, 2025

Te1. No. 011-23053014

Fax 011-23052001
\{ebsi te: lvrtn'. e ci, gi;"". in
No.464 /INST/ EPS/ 202s /L&O

To

The Chief Electorai Officers of A1l States/UTs'

Subject: Polling Day arramgement to deposit mobile phones at Polling
Station- regardimg

Eleference: Inst No" 464/II{S"12S23/BPS {Folt Day Managetment Outside)
dated 14th June,2&2&"

Madamf Sir,

Whereas, section 25 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 inakes

provision for poiiing station as undef:
n' Provisian af polling steztiores/or camstit-uerl,eles.-

The d.istrict election affiler shall, tuith the preuious approual of the Election Comntissian,

prauid.e a sufficient number of potling stations for euery constitueneg the whole or greater

part of tuhich ties within hts jurisdiction, and shalt publisl4 in such manner as the Election

Commtssion mdA direct, a list sltotuing the potting stafions so prouided and the polling

are&s ar graups af uoters for tuhichtheg lwue respectiuely been prauided.."

g. Whereas, section 130 of the Representation of the People Act, 1,951 prohibits

canvassing in or near polling station as under :

n Prohibltlan of caszuassingr in ar mear p*lli.lr,g statlams'

(l) No person sha.ll, an the date ar dates on which a polt is taken at ang potling station,

commit ang of the fottowing acts within the potling station or in any public or priuate

place tuithin a distance of one hund.red. metres of the polling station, namelg:-

{a)canuassing for uates; or

{b)soliating the uote of ang elector; or

(c)persuading ang electar not to uate for ang particttlar candidate; or

(d.)persuading any electar not to uote at tLrc election; or

(e)exfuibiting anA notice or sign (ather than an olficial ruotice) relating to the

election.

(Z) Ang person wtto contrauenes the prouisions of sub-sectian (1) shall be punishable

withfine uhich rnag ertend to twa hundred and fiJlg rupees.

:'l::::::. : ':i
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{3) An oJpnce purilshable under this section shall be cognizable."

3. Whereas, Rule 49M of the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961 provides for

maintenance of secrecy of voting by eleetors within the polling station.

4. with increasing penetration of mobile phones in the country, whether in

rural or urban areas, the usage of mobile Phone in public life is increasin8 day

by ciay. During polling day, electors find it difficult to leave their mobile phones

at home because of logistical needs or they have to hand over their mobile phones

to someone else before entering the polling station' The issue becomes

particularly acute in case of senior cittzens, PwDs and women electors.

S. In order to mitigate such dif{iculties being faced by voters, the Commission

has considered the matter and directed that para l(x)'of the Commission's

instruction no. 464/INST lZAml&PS (Fo1l Day Management Outside) dated

14th June,2A23 shall no'w'read as under:
,,(x) .No person other tltan Obseruers appointed bg the Commi.ssion and

authorized afficiats shall be alloused. to eith.er cdrry ar use mobile phalLes, uireless

sets etc. tuithintlrc patling statian. Hotueuer, facilitg may be prouided atthe polling

statiorus to the uoters to d-eposit their mobite phones'as per ttrc foll.owing guidelines

a) Onlg mobile phones shalt be alloued within LO0 meters of a polling station

that taa in stuitched off mode onlg.

b) Facility ta deposit mabile phones may be prouided at the entrance of the

polting statian for 10 uoters as gerlerclly a maxi.mttm of 4-5 uoters are

present irusid.e the pollinE statian at any point of time'

c) For this, a xnall pigean Ltole box with 7A compartments or a jute bag hauing

small pockets may be kept at the entrance door of the polling station. (Some

sample designs are enclased ezt Annextre-I);

d.) In anA case, mobile phone shalJ not. be allowed to be carried. insid.e the

polling stcttion bY anY uoter;

e) Deposit facility shall be prauid.ed only for the uoters enteirug into the polling

statioru and. shall not be auailalsle for any other persorts (including polling

agents, polling officers etc.).

f) As per instruction No.464/INST-AMF/2O22(EPS dated TOth June 2023,

uolunteers are deploged. at polltrug stations fo assist the uoters. One or two

of these uolunteers wilt be assigned the tuork of managing the deposit

"jl*Y



facilitg bg the Booth Leuel Offi.cen

g) A set of lo(teru) pre-nttmbered. paper/cardboard tokens of size 2'x2" pre-

signed. bg the BLO, will be prouided to ttrc uolunteer(s) responsible for

managing ttrc collection of mobile phones outside tLrc polling station'

h) Before entering the polling station, the uoter shal,I deposit mobile phone at

depositing faeility and taken a taken'

n Afier casting of uote ancl coming out of the potling station, mobile phone tuill

be taken back bA tlrc uoters by refirn of token'

j) ht case arug uoter fargets to take back his/ her mobile phone, the uolunteer(s)

responsibte for managing mobile phone collection shall hand ouer these

mobile phones to the BLO of the respectiue polling station after the end of

po7. The BLO shatl retunt the mobile phone to such uoter on producti.on of

the token afi,er satisfging himself/herself.

k) In arLA case, if the Returni.ng Officeris of tLrc opinionthat it is not possible ta

make a7rangement to deposit mobile phones at any polling station(s)

cons{d,erirug the preuailing taw and. ord.er situation, criticality, uulnerabilitg

or non-auaitabitity of uolunteer(s) or arty other factor, she/he can exempt

that potting station(s)from prouiding this facil'ity'"

6. This may be brought to the notice of all District Election Officers,

Returning Officers, Sector Officers, Booth Level Officers and all other concerned

officers / officials.
Yours

.J','ul-o-
(vrBHoR AGRAWAI,I
UNDER SECRETA,RV

Copy to all DtrOs, EROs and BLOs for information.
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Annexure-l
Option-1

0ption-2

Fiher Mohile locker

0ption-3
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF. INDIIT

Bv tmail/SPeed Post

Frqtqi cTfi.
Te1. No. 011-23052014

Fax 011-23052001
31qTt{ t-€. 'r$ fto*-ttooor.

Nirvachan
Sadan, Ashoka Road,

New Delhi-11"0001
Dated: 23'd MaY, 2025

Web-site; r,',iiiv gcv. in

No.464 / IN ST I 2023 / E;PS (Poll Day management outside)

To,
The Chief Electoral Oflicers
of A11 States/UTs.

SubJect: Setting up of election booth outside 1OO meters from the entrance of the

Polling Station-reg.

Reference: 1. Inst No. 464lINSTt2A2glEPS {Foll Day Management outside} dated

l?;3"!;XLi' iuo, r*o 
",az* 

t ws dated z''os'zo2q /
Madam/Sir,

i am directed to refer to the commission's instructions under reference and

provisions given in Handbook for Presiding OfIicers, 2023 and Handbook for Returning

Officers, 2023 on subject cited above'

2. Whereas, section 25 of. the Representation of the People Act, 1951 makes

provision for polling station as under:
n Protision of potting stations for constlttteneies'-

The district eleetian officer shall, uith the preuiaus approual of the Election commission'

prouide a sufficientnumber of polling statians for eoery constituencg the whole or greater

part of t uhich ties uithin his iurisdiction, and shatl publish" tn syl!,m".:":, 
"" :n: 

Election

Commission mau direct, a list showing the potling stafions so'prouided and the polling

areas or groups of uoters for ushich theg haue respectiuelg been prouided''

3. whereas, section 130 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 prohibits

canvassing in or near potling station as under:

" Prohibition of canaasslng tn or nea;r Polllng statlons'

(1) No person shall, on the date or dates on whicfu a pott is taken at ang polling station'

commit any of the foltowing acts within the polling statton or in ang public or piuate

place within a distance of ane hundred metres of the polling station, namelg: -
(alcanuassing for uotes; or

{b)soliciting the uote of ang elector; or

(c)persuadinganaelectornottouoteforangpartiantarcandidate;or
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{d)persuading anA electar not to u*te at the elec'tian; or

(e)exltibiting ana natice or sign (atlwr than an afficial notic.e) relating ta the

electian.

(2) Ang persan utho contrax.;enes the prouisirtns o/ sub-sechon (1) shatl be punrshable

withfine uhich mag extend ta ttua Trundred and fifiq rupees'

{3) An affence punishabte under this section shalt be cogn:izable."

4. Now, in line with the provisions mentioned in section 25 and section 130 of the

Representation of t-}.e People Act, 1951,

a) the Para I(i) of the instructions dated L4.A6.2A23 above may be read as:

,,No election booth shall be set up within a distance of 100 meters from the entrance of

the polling station. Even w-here more than one polling station has been set up in the

same polling station location or premises, the election booth of a contesting candidate

for such group of polling stations/booths shall not be set up within a distance of 100

meters from the entrance of atryr of these polling stations."

b) the Para l(ii) of the instruetion dated v.a6.2}23 above may be read as:

"Only one table and two chairs shall be provided at each of such polling station with an

umbrella or a sma1l tent measuring not more than 10X10 ft to protect from weather

conditions."

c) the Para l(ix) of the instruction dated 74.a6.2O23 above may be read as:

,,No electioneering shall be a110wed within 100-meter area around the Polling station on

the date of po11."

5. All other conditions mentioned in con:mission letter no' 464IINST/2023/EPS

(poll Day ManagemenJ outside) clated 14.a6.2o23 and. 464/LbA/2A24/EPS dated

26.09.2024 shall remain unchanged.

6. This may be brought to the notice of all District Election Officers, Returning

officers, sector officers, Booth Level Officers and all other concerned officers/offrcials'

Yours

Copy to all DEOs, EROs and BLOs for information'

. !r
r!
lsb.arv

(vrBHoR AGRAWAL)
UNDER SECRETARY
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